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Prehistory of Tokyo’s public relations

Tomoki KUNIEDA
(Sophia Univercity)

This paper examines the prehistory of public relations (PR) by the government of Tokyo.
PR in Japan is said to have begun with the GHQ's introduction of the democratic, two-way
PR concept. However, by looking into Tokyo's history until the end of WW2, the author
identified three major periods of PR development: 1) between 1870s to 1900s, when manner of
notification for laws and regulations were modernized, 2) between 1910s and 20s, when series
of persuasion attempts were made to realize city development projects, 3) between 1930s and

1945, when wartime environment led to the development of efficient PR system.

Keywords: government PR, local government, Tokyo, pre-war period, history
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